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A] GOOD AND BAD MACHLOKET
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Chazal developed a typology of machloket, distinguishing between positive and negative dispute. The primary distinction
is between machloket which is ‘leshem shamayim’ (for the sake of heaven) - such as that of Hillel and Shamai, and that
which is not - such as that between Korach and his band of followers.
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Although the simple meaning of the ‘machloket of Korach and his band’ is a reference to their dispute with Moshe, the
commentary of the Melechet Shlomo® quotes the Sefer Chen Tov? who has another understanding. He points out that the
text refers to the dispute between Korach and his followers, mostly from the firstborn - Reuven. They themselves were in
a major machloket! Korach was a Levi, whose family had displaced the firstborn due to the Chet Haegel. Korach wished
to displace Aharon who had created the Egel. But if Aharon was truly forgiven, and the sin of the Egel was expunged,
then Korach, as a Levi, should lose his position too!
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Machloket leshem shamayim is defined as the search for truth. If so, there are no losers - only winners when the truth is
finally reached. Machloket shelo leshem shamayim is intended to achieve personal honor in this world and victory over a
loser. It is essentially egocentric. In the end, there can be no victory in this world, as all must die!

* As such, the principal distinction between good and bad machloket is between dispute over ideas and truth, or dispute against
personalities.

1. R. Shlomo Adani - 17th Century Eretz Yisrael. Originally from Yemen, he moved to Eretz Yisrael with his father when he was a child and became a senior Ravin Chevron.
2. R.Tuvia Halevi of Tzfat - late 16th Century. He was from the generation before the Melechet Shiomo and a senior Rav in Tzfat in the generation after the Beit Yosef.
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B] GOOD MACHLOKET - TRUTH AND THE HUMAN CONDITION

B1] IDEAL MACHLOKET AND MULTIPLE TRUTHS

V"I NNV DN V"N IN TN IWND N"IAPN PN PNV NAT D2 DY NON ,1ONN NN 2T MMM XD ONY ) 90N 4.
120 - 7IBAS 027 2NN (130 mow) Y NN 12T DV NP DY Ty MNN TY 0D SV NI MY NN NNV DN
NNV PINVHN 127, NNV PRODVDN

2> Mo YN YN
Chazal understood truth as being inherently bifurcated in this world. They express this midrashically by saying that God
gave Moshe on Sinai a full range of opinions, all of which are true - 49° aspects to say tahor/pure and 49 to say
tamei/impure. The halacha fixes on one of these in practice, but they are all valid as the word of God.
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The Ritva (Spain 14C) picks up on this midrash and works it into the principle of Elu V’Elu. Machloket on issues of
multiple truth is both desirable and essential.
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On a mystical level, the Yam Shel Shlomo understands, that every Jewish neshama was present at Har Sinai and received
a unique Torah channelled specifically to them! Thus, each Jew has their own ‘derech’ to establish the truth and each
derech came from God. Of course, in practical terms, there has to be a uniform psak to enable society to function and
each person will be bound to that psak. But outside those parameters, each will find their own pathway.
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As Jews, we make a beracha on the reality that every Jews has (at least one!) different opinion.

Wittgenstein's Duck/Rabbit

Old/Young Woman?
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The Midrash describes how God ‘threw Emet out of Heaven’ so that it could be rooted in this world.

3. 49is an expression of a ‘super-7’, 7 being the maximal dimension of this world (6 physical directions + time). Thus 49 represents the total possible understandings of the human
mind. 50 (a super-8) is always ‘beyond’ - the level of the Divine which cannot be achieved. This is the symbolism of Sefirat HaOmer - counting towards a 50 which can never be
attained. Another ‘super-7’is 70, as in ‘70 faces of the Torah’.
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B2] GOOD MACHLOKET AND HUMAN LIMITATIONS
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Hillel and Shammai hardly disagreed about any issues.
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Beit Hillel and Beit Shamai DID disagree on far more, and were not able to resolve their disagreements without
metaphysical intervention. This is the source for Elu V’Elu* and machloket in halacha. It would seem that this should be
an example of built in, ideal, machloket. There is just a hint in the Gemara that there is may be a problem, in that the
halacha follows Beit Hillel, apparently due to their superior middot. Was there an ongoing problem in the House of
Shammai, or were they simply more single-minded, idealistic and less open to intellectual compromise?
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Tosafot ask why Beit Shamai and Beit Hillel listen to the bat kol in this case, whereas in the famous case of R. Yehoshua
and R. Eliezer and Oven of Achnai (Bava Metzia 59b), R. Yehoshua refuses to listen to a bat kol! Tosefot answer that the
bat kol in this case was in line with the majority, and thus with the halacha. If so, why is there a need for a bat kol at
all!'? In fact, the bat kol was really for Beit Shamai, who were so sharp in their intelligence that they knew they had
identified a more ideal and correct ‘heavenly’ truth.
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Chazal indicate that the explosion of machloket between Beit Shamai and Beit Hillel is due to their inability to learn fully
from their masters. Were they to blame for this?
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The Rambam explains that the more attuned two minds are to the fundamentals of Judaism, the less likely they are to
argue. Thus, Hillel and Shamai hardly disagree at all. Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel are not to be blamed for becoming
weaker. They were products of their times and could only achieve what their generation was capable of. God expects no
more of us than to be the best we can be in our own times.

4. There is another Gemara of Elu V’Elu in Gittin 6b which deals with machloket in Midrash.
5. Inthe case of the Oven of Achnai, R. Eliezer (who is described as a Shamuti - a follower of Beit Shamai) takes the same approach. But by then, it had proved to be disastrous for the
Jewish people and R. Yehoshua takes a much harder line to stamp it out.
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C] BAD MACHLOKET - DIVISION AND HUMAN FAILING

C1] UNWANTED MACHLOKET DUE TO LOSS OF AUTHORITY
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The Mishna in Chagiga records what Rashi calls the the first ever halachic dispute between the Rabbis! Is it possible that
there was never a rabbinic argument until that point in history? In fact, this was the first machloket that could not be
resolved due to the gradual erosion of the authority of the Sanhedrin.
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Originally there were no on-going disputes. All halachic issues were ultimately decided by the Sanhedrin. There was
always temporary machloket but there was equally a way of resolving disputes. Once the Sanhedrin became ineffective,
different opinions of Rabbis became preserved and thus there had to be a mechanism for deciding between them.

C2] UGLY MACHLOKET DUE TO THE BREAKDOWN OF SOCIETY
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The Tosefta records that machloket increased due to social breakdown and instability.
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40 years before the destruction of the Second Temple, the Sanhedrin exiled itself from the Temple complex. From that
moment, it was unable to fully function, even in principle.
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Jerusalem in the last days of the Great Revolt was a seething mass of factions. Yochanan MiGush Chalav, Shimon Bar
Giora, Eliezer ben Shimon and others all vied for leadership of the Zealots. The Friends of Rome, the Sadducees and
other Rabbinic factions fought against them. Machloket pulled us apart.
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The Gemara discusses whether the harvesting of grapes for pressing (not immediate eating) renders them susceptible to
contract impurity due to the juice inadvertently squeezed out in the process of picking and gathering. Shammai says it
does but Hillel says it does not. When Hillel raised a question from the halacha regarding the olive harvest, the response
was harsh, humiliating and almost violent.
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Beit Shamai’s extra stringencies in the area of tumah and tahara were seen as a disaster for the Jewish people. Why?
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The halachic perspective became skewed. People were more focused on ritual and Temple than real damage to others.
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In fact, the Yerushalmi tells us that even the machloket of Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai led to violence and death!

D] THE TORAH PROHIBITIONS AGAINST PERSONAL MACHLOKET

D1] INDIVIDUAL MACHLOKET - DON'T BE LIKE KORACH!
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The Chumash contains a mitzvah to remember the episode of Korach, and not to be like him and his men.
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The Smak explains that the prohibition applies to all machloket.
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A person must try to avoid machloket and, even if they are clearly in the right, must ‘go the extra mile’ to make shalom!
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Rabbeinu Yona counts this as one of the 613 mitzvot and Sefer Chafetz Chaim rules this way.

D2] FACTIONAL MACHLOKET - LO TITGODEDU
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Another of the 613 mitzvot is ‘lo titgodedu’ - not to self-harm over the dead.
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Rashi explains this as not to mutilate oneself in excessive grief over the dead by making scratches on the skin.
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Chazal understood this same issur to be a prohibition on factionalism in society
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The Rambam also relates this mitzva to the prohibition of machloket and factionalism.
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Machloket causes destruction - churban. Jewish unity, even without mitzvot, will save us from that.
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The Jewish people succeeds as a nation if it is unified, EVEN if it contains the worst of sins.

E] THE DANGERS OF PERSONAL MACHLOKET - EVEN WHEN LESHEM SHAMAYIM!
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The Netziv explains that the Sinat Chinam which destroyed the Temple was caused by tzaddikim who were acting leshem
shamayim! The problem was that they personalized their disagreements to the stage that they called other people
apikorsim - heretics, just because they opposed their position. These ‘tzaddikim’ are part of the problem not the solution!
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The Netziv, in a famous teshuva entitled ‘Right and Left’, compares the modern (then 19C) Jewish world to the situation
at the end of the Second Temple - where those to the ‘right’ label those who are more lenient or differ in their avodat
Hashem as “heretics’ and thereby delegitimize them to the extent that they can then reject then entirely. He warns that
this situation would not resolve without hard work on our part, even if we returned to Eretz Yisrael!!
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